
ENHANCING 

SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

THROUGH 

MULTIMEDIA

PROJECTS

Annabelle Loko

Kent Place School 

http://fc.kentplace.org/~worldlanguages

lokoa@kentplace.org

mailto:lokoa@kentplace.org


The I-Generation

 Digital natives

 Multitasking

 Visual learners

 Highly creative

 Easily excited and easily bored



Multimedia Projects:

Learner-based curriculum

Encourage student creativity

Nature of the multimedia

(Writing-Audio-Visual)

Practice of the four skills:
•Writing - Reading

•Speaking - Listening



Technology: A Powerful Teaching Tool

 Social aspect

 Better connect with students

 Productive learning environment (challenging)

 Authentic communication tool & Interactive 

learning

 Apply differentiated instruction

 Individual learning needs 

 Ensure students’ success



Having Students work on Projects

 Team players

 Critical thinkers 

 Problem solvers

 Systematic implementation of the material

 Context provided by the student



Necessity for guidance

 Access to massive information

 Code of Ethics: making the right decision

 Appropriate use of the information 

 Plagiarism

 Copyright



Nature of Projects:

Cross-Curricular

Cross-Divisional

Cross-Atlantic



Instructions

Objectives

Guideline and Timeline

Graphic Organizers

Allow several drafts

Rubrics
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Projects

PowerPoint

Comic Strip

Podcast 

 i-Movie

Blog

Webpage

TV5.org



PowerPoint: Cultural Presentations

Audio - Visual

Easy to use

Easily accessible

Limited amount of text



Project with Toondoo

 Free site

Beginning level 

Kid friendly

Creativity

Organization of 

ideas

 Implementation 

of information







Do you Blog? 

http://www.blogger.com

 Free site

 Legal aspects: 

protection of 

students and 

school 

 Set up Blog to 

private to minimize 

risks

 This is a personal 
website that is not 
affiliated in any way with 
[Name of School]. The 
views and opinions 
expressed on this 
website are those of the 
people involved in this 
Blog and not reflective of 
the views or opinions of 
[Name of School].



Why Blog?

Writing

Reading

 Topics: open

Communication with students across 

divisions, with other schools etc. 



I-Movies using Garage Band 3

Creative writing

Organization of ideas

Audio/Visual

 Individual or group work



Podcast

Writing

Format:

Interview

Recipe

Song

Audio

Visual

Garage Band 3



Learning a Second Language with 

Television

 http://www.tv5.org

Click on ñApprendre le Fran­aisò

Activities adaptable to different levels

•Beginning

•Intermediate

•Advanced

http://www.tv5.org

