
(For instance) if the middle root letter is alef or resh

Then the first vowel is tsere, alef and resh don’t take dagesh!

However, it is the third CD that is the pièce de résistance of this amazing audio
supplement: thirty-five musical tracks with lyrics supplied by the Hebrew text of
Psalms and spanning a variety of musical genres to include African-American spir-
ituals and Blues along with traditional Hasidic and Sephardic tunes as well as orig-
inal compositions. The result is nothing short of stunning, from the driving guitar
and vocals setting Psalm 147:12 (“Praise the Lord, Jerusalem; Zion, praise your
God”) to the syncopated cadence of a Sephardic setting of Song of Songs 2:8
(“The voice of my beloved! Behold! He comes, leaping upon the mountains, skip-
ping across the hills!”). There is even a Psalm sung in Hebrew to the tune of Harry
Belafonte’s “Banana Boat Song.”  

It is to be hoped that this truly groundbreaking grammar will mark a change
in the ways that classical and biblical languages are taught. This reviewer, for one,
cannot wait for the chance to use this book in a beginning class. Newcomers to
the language and even seasoned teachers of Biblical Hebrew will come away
with an appreciation for the versatility and beauty of this wonderful language.

Thomas M. Bolin
Associate Professor of Religious Studies
St. Norbert College
De Pere, WI

Jarvis, Ana C., Rachel Lebredo, and Francisco
Mena-Ayllón. ¿Cómo se dice…? 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005. IBSN 0-618-47144-8.

¿Cómo se dice…? (2005) is the eighth edition of an introductory college-level
text. This new edition retained what the publisher believed its users liked, notably
the “balanced, four-skills approach,” “a clear, logical presentation of grammar,” “an
emphasis on practical communication,” and “an abundance of four-skills practice
that is both realistic and challenging.” It has added features such as new dialogues,
enhanced vocabulary building, and contextualized grammar, to name just a few.

The chapter opener is a dialog linked to the concepts taught. The one for the
first chapter, however, is quite difficult and would pose a tremendous challenge
to true beginners. Vocabulary is presented soon after, but not all words from the
dialog are presented in the Spanish-English vocabulary list. For example, both
“mucho gusto” and “el gusto es mío” are in the opening dialog, but only “mucho
gusto” is included in the vocabulary list. This may lead to some confusion for stu-
dents, despite the similarity of the expressions. This reviewer was also surprised
at the level of the follow-up activities. After the vocabulary is presented, there are
fill-in-the-blank sentences to complete. The second answer requires student to
supply “le” in the expression “¿Cómo le va?” Although this expression is presented
as vocabulary, the required answer does seem too advanced for beginners.  
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In the sections that follow, the text becomes more typical of an introductory-
level text. The alphabet is presented, as are the numbers 0-30. Colors are pre-
sented next, with days of the week following close behind. Next, students are
taught the date, months, and seasons. Subject pronouns are presented, as well as
the verb “ser.” The end of the chapter has a reading section, which is too easy,
especially considering the difficulty of the opening dialog. The chapter closes
with useful cultural information, including eye-catching photos.  

All subsequent chapters follow this basic structure. After every third chapter
there is a self- test which students can use to quiz themselves and then review
the material studied. This self-test is broken down into sections that refer to the
different chapters being reviewed, so they can be used as needed by students.

Despite the inconsistency of the opening chapter, the rest of the book seems
to progress quite logically through the predictable grammar topics. By Chapter
17, the penultimate chapter, students are learning the pluscuamperfecto and the
subjunctive, having already completed other simple and compound tenses.  This
text is probably best used over a minimum of two semesters, as there is an enor-
mous amount of material to cover.

The accompanying workbook seems fairly challenging and serves to reinforce
the structures learned in the text. There are a wide variety of practice activities,
and this is where the four-skills approach seems to really come into play. There
are listening activities and then questions that relate to the listening activity. They
come in a variety of formats and ask students to match the picture with what
they hear, fill in information in a chart as they listen to a dialog, and even do dic-
tation activities. There are also sections on pronunciation, as well as writing activ-
ities. These, too, are varied and ask students to fill in the blanks, group words into
categories, and write complete answers to questions. Finally, there are speaking
activities, in which the student answers a question or modifies a certain sentence
in order to clarify it or expand upon it.  

One thing to note is that the in-text dialogs are the same as the ones in the
workbook. A professor wanting to use them in class will have to purchase the
multimedia component, as they are not included on the CDs. Perhaps in a future
edition the editor will consider making them available as an audio component as
well, for those who may not be as technologically well equipped in the classroom
or for those who only want to purchase one CD. The audio CDs are well done,
with native speakers saying vocabulary words for pronunciation or reciting verb
forms. Occasionally, they have a short listening activity, such as a pronunciation
exercise in which words are presented in context. To complete the listening exer-
cises in the workbook, teachers will need to purchase the audio program that
goes with it. The standard one that was provided to this reviewer with the text
did not have any of the laboratory/audio activities for the workbook.

Overall, ¿Cómo se dice…? appears to be a comprehensive college-level text. It
is packed with information and activities; in fact, it is so packed with information
that it would be difficult to complete it in just two semesters, even in an inten-
sive course. There are many ancillaries available, and one bit of advice is to make
sure you get all the CD or multimedia components needed if you are planning to
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do the activities in the workbook and the text. They are valuable activities for the
four-skills approach taken by this text.

Sharon Grélé
French Teacher
Westwood High School
Westwood, MA

Kamiya, Taeko. Japanese Sentence Patterns for
Effective Communication: A Self-Study Course
and Reference. 
New York: Kodansha International, 2005. ISBN 4-7700-2983-7.

This handy little book offers a concise review of Japanese sentence patterns
through the intermediate level and would be quite useful as a general reference
manual. Overall, the book is successful in providing accurate and concise infor-
mation and presenting it clearly.  

The book begins with a list of basic expressions that appear in English on the
left side on the page and in Japanese on the right. The main part of the text is
organized into twelve chapters, each based on a linguistic function. For instance,
chapter 1 is entitled “Identifying and Describing People and Things” and chapter
11, “Expressing Conjecture and Hearsay, and Quoting People.” Each chapter
begins with a full-length English sentence followed by a Japanese translation
(both in Kana and in Roma-ji), brief but precise grammar explanations, several
sample sentences (in English and Japanese), a practice section that consists of
several translations (from English to Japanese), exercises, and answers to the exer-
cises. Also included are Appendices that contain different charts of, for example,
numerals, counters, adjective inflections and verb conjugations. The book ends
with an Index that includes both Japanese and English words.  

Keeping in mind the intended audience of native speakers of English seeking
to acquire Japanese, the author adopted a translation approach. Thus, each sam-
ple sentence is given first in English, then in Japanese, which helps learners grasp
its meaning without the need for a dictionary and allows students to focus on the
sentence patterns in question. Examples come in a variety of tenses and levels of
politeness, which give students exposure to a fuller range of usage. The sentences
often include contemporary and high-frequency vocabulary appropriate for
intermediate-level learners.  

Overall, my impression of this book is quite favorable, yet the author might
want to consider the following changes in future editions. I feel that the words
“effective communication” in the title are somewhat misleading, since I am not
convinced that studying simple translations of single unrelated sentences brings
about the stated goal, “to speak one’s mind and be understood, and to understand
and respond appropriately to what is said” (book jacket). It is impressive to see
142 basic sentence patterns nicely presented in a user-friendly manner for begin-
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