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pragmatics and discourse into the translation classroom. Colina also argues for the
development of advanced proficiency scales to assess the proficiency of translators
and interpreters. The author concludes the chapter with recommendations for the
integration of translation and interpretation into the second language curriculum.

The Art of Teaching Spanish: Second Language Acquisition from Research to
Praxis is an excellent collection of studies. The different chapters in this text
explore issues critical to the teaching of Spanish as a second language: (1) FLAC
programs and content-based instruction, (2) the intersection of second language
acquisition research, classroom practices, and curriculum design, (3) the role of
input, (4) the relationship between concept-based instruction and other pedagog-
ical practices in the acquisition of Spanish, (5) the effect of study abroad on the
acquisition of Spanish, (6) online language learning, (7) assessment issues, (8) soci-
olinguistic variation in the classroom, (9) the connection between second lan-
guage acquisition research and heritage language instruction, and (10) the
teaching of translation. In conclusion, this volume offers a comprehensive
overview of Spanish second language acquisition research. I therefore recommend
the text for both undergraduate and graduate courses in teacher preparation. 

Todd Hernández
Assistant Professor of Spanish
Marquette University
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Sarris, Jim. Comic Mnemonics.
New York: Alacan Publishing, 2004. ISBN: 0-9749096-3-7.

Innovative teaching methods are particularly important when it comes to
teaching a world language. Many districts do not offer language study until sec-
ondary school, usually in the eighth grade. Research clearly shows that the prime
time to learn language is during infancy or childhood. As humans grow older,
learning other languages becomes more and more difficult. Comic Mnemonics
presents a method of second-language acquisition that is unique and accessible
to secondary school students.

One hundred verbs are listed in chart form, in alphabetical order. Each verb is
then given a two-page presentation. The first page includes the verb, its English trans-
lation, a keyword, a picture, a sentence demonstrating the mnemonic technique, and
conjugation of the verb in both the present and preterit tenses. The following page
shows the same picture, along with sentences with the verb missing, to provide
practice using both the present and preterit tenses. The pictures are age-appropriate
and accurately represent the verbs. Also included in the text are answers for the exer-
cises and a quick reference guide that divides verbs into a variety of groups.

This book engages the reader and provides pictures that are consistent with
and related to the sentences that make the mnemonic technique possible. It
could effectively be used as ancillary material in a beginning language class.
Spanish I and II students could benefit from the pictures, sentences, and conju-
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gation practice. Along with classroom instruction, Comic Mnemonics can help
students properly utilize the verbs necessary for communication.

Michael W. Donnelly, MS 
Spanish Teacher 
Tohickon Middle School
Doylestown, PA

Terrell, Tracy D., Mary B. Rogers, Betsy J. Kerr,
Guy Spielmann, and consultant Françoise
Santore. Deux Mondes: A Communicative
Approach. 5th edition.
Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2005.  ISBN: 0-07-295932-0. Includes: text,
Cahier d’exercices, Instructor’s Manual, Instructor’s Resource
Kit, Printed Testing Program, Electronic Testing Program, Video
on VHS or CD, Online Workbook/Laboratory Manual, Interactive
CD-ROM, Audio CD Program (8 CDs),  Student Audio CD Program
(9 CDs), Audio Script. For ordering information and assistance
from a sales representative, contact McGraw-Hill World
Languages at (800) 338-3987 or www.mhhe.com/worldlanguages.

Reviewing an introductory language textbook is a tricky task since no one
textbook can fit every teacher’s needs or teaching style; in other words, no one
textbook is perfect. The fifth edition of  Deux Mondes: A Communicative
Approach comes with all the standard bells and whistles: main textbook (with
four appendices, a “lexique,” and an index), Cahier d’exercices, Instructor’s
Manual, Instructor’s Resource Kit, testing program (in paper or electronic format)
with audio CDs, video in VHS or CD format, online workbook/laboratory manual,
interactive CD-ROM, institutional CD-ROM for language laboratory use, audio CD
program for language laboratory use, student audio CD program, and audio
script. Potential adopters of Deux Mondes should be aware that the text is cur-
rently under revision and that the sixth edition is expected to be released in late
2007/early 2008. The original copyright for the text is 1988.

Deux Mondes comprises two preliminary chapters (Première Étape and
Deuxième Étape) and fourteen chapters, each divided between “Activités” (white
pages) and “Grammaire et exercices” (blue pages) for the preliminary chapters and
“Activités et lectures” (white pages) and “Grammaire et exercices” (blue pages) for
the remaining fourteen chapters. Chapters Four, Six, Eight, Ten, and Twelve also
include an “Escales Francophones” section. The number of chapters to be covered
per semester would naturally be determined by the number of class periods (e.g.,
contact time) per week per semester. Chapter themes are as follows:

Première Étape: Premières rencontres;

Deuxième Étape: Le monde étudiant;

Chapitre 1: Ma famille et moi;




