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and typical for first-year texts. There are ample exercises for reinforcement, and
the elements of the program are well coordinated. This text surely will enable stu-
dents to attain the novice high oral proficiency level.

Mary Helen Kashuba
Professor of French and Russian
Chestnut Hill College
Philadelphia, PA

Valette, Jean-Paul and Rebecca M. Valette. 
À votre tour.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. IBSN: 0-618-69315-7.

Á votre tour is an intermediate college-level French text and has the following
objectives: to “build and reinforce active communication skills; develop reading
skills and cultural awareness; build a strong linguistic base; and stimulate stu-
dents’ interest in French language and culture so that they will want to continue
their study beyond the intermediate level.” Also included are a student activities
manual and a Video/DVD program. In addition, the authors have incorporated
three feature-length films into the text in a section titled Interludes culturels.
They are Cyrano de Bergerac, Rue Cases-nègres, and Au revoir les enfants and
provide students with authentic French, as well as local color. The actual films are
not included with the program, though, and must be purchased separately.

Each chapter is structured in the same way. There is a unit-opener followed by
an Info Magazine which expands on the general theme of the unit with short read-
ings. Next comes the grammar or linguistic functions section; it is followed by
another Info Magazine and a second grammar section. The chapter ends with a
reading, generally a short story or excerpt followed by some cultural information.  

For those who have used a Valette text before, Á votre tour will seem eerily
familiar. Having used Discovering French for 6 years myself, I had a hard time
overcoming the feeling of déjà vu. The drawings, colors, and general layout mimic
those of the DF series. They are somewhat childish in appearance, with a lot of
cartoon-like drawings and illustrations. Often the grammar lesson is presented in
a colored box in columns or rows. Although middle and high school students
might like this format, I wonder if college students would not be put off by this
text and not take it seriously.

The activities are also similar to what one finds in the Discovering French series.
There are little conversation starter boxes that set up a scene for students to act
out and pattern drills where elements of a sentence are given to students, who then
have to put them together. There is not a great variety of activities, nor are the activ-
ities that are included very challenging, even in the later chapters. All directions are
given in French, as one would expect at this level, and are easy to follow.

The readings and cultural information are nicely presented. The photos of art
works and historical information are well presented at an appropriate level of dif-
ficulty for intermediate students.  Later chapters present important cultural fig-
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ures. Also, Francophone authors and cultural information are nicely presented.
The aforementioned films are presented with a fair amount of background infor-
mation and could be covered whether or not you use them in class.

I have the same problems with this Valette text that I had with the other Valette
text I have used. It is very simplistic, and the activities do not require much think-
ing or creativity on the part of students. Although the information is nicely pre-
sented, this text leaves a lot to be desired in terms of challenging practice
activities. The pattern drills are a component of learning a language, I suppose, but
I would really like to see the authors take them one step further and give students
more opportunities to speak spontaneously, using what they have learned. With
this text, students will generally learn to produce idiomatic expressions and
respond to questions according to a certain pattern, but have little opportunity to
use French in creative ways. Teachers who adopt this text will have to create their
own supplemental activities. The cultural and literary information is nicely organ-
ized and well chosen, but I still hesitate to recommend Á votre tour.

Sharon Grélé
French/Spanish Teacher
Westwood High School
Westwood, MA

VanPatten, Bill, James F. Lee, and Terry L.
Ballman. Vistazos: Un curso breve. 2nd edition. 

New York: McGraw-Hill Company, 2006. Includes: Textbook, Workbook, Video
on CD, Instructor’s Manual and Testing Program, Quia Online Manual (textbook
and workbook), Audio CDs, and CD-ROM.  ISBN: 0-07-299050-3.

Bill VanPatten’s, James F. Lee’s, and Terry L. Ballman’s Vistazos is an abbreviated
introductory Spanish program intended for college students. The Vistazos pro-
gram includes a student workbook, instructional video, instructor’s manual, and
testing program, as well as student and teacher audio CDs, and an online version
of the program and supplemental online activities.  

The main textbook is divided into a preliminary chapter (which contains
vocabulary and grammar), fifteen lecciones or chapters (which also cover vocab-
ulary and grammar), and a lección final. Vistazos is organized in a logical manner,
according to topical and structural organizational principles, building upon both
vocabulary and grammar in each consecutive chapter.  

The workbook, or Manual que acompaña, provides activities that not only
focus on written vocabulary and grammar, but also on listening and pronuncia-
tion. In the first version of the Manual que acompaña, the authors included a
Prueba de práctica at the end of each lección, which assessed student knowl-
edge and skill development. However, in the second version, the authors have
chosen to remove this component, which was a poor decision since the Prueba
de práctica offered a student self-evaluation of the lección. In general, the work-
book activities follow all structured input and output guidelines and also include




